
Great Prayer of the Bible 

1. The Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15). Jesus taught this classic 

lesson in prayer to his disciples. We'll consider the Lord's Prayer 

phrase by phrase as a pattern for our own praying. 

2. Moses' Prayer for Israel in the Wilderness (Exodus 32:9-14). 

Incredible examples of Moses pleading with God to preserve his 

own name and character and not destroy Israel. We examine the 

question: Does prayer actually change anything? 

3. Abraham's Prayer for Sodom (Genesis 18:16-33). An example 

of intercessory prayer which finds its basis in God's character. 

4. David's Prayer for Pardon and Confession of Sin (Psalm 51). 

When we sin against God, how can we pray to restore our 

fellowship? David's prayer is a classic prayer of repentance. 

5. David's Prayer at the End of Life (1 Chronicles 29:9-20). A short 

psalm of praise and David's prayer for his son Solomon to build 

the temple. 

6. David's Psalm of Surrender (Psalm 139). David struggles with 

God's intense knowledge of him, marvels at God's intricate 

formation of him in his mother's womb, and then prays a prayer of 

surrender to God's searching, knowing, probing, and refining. 

7. Hezekiah's Petitions for Deliverance and Healing (2 Kings 

19:14-19; 20:1-7). Here's a godly king about to see his nation 

conquered and destroyed by the mighty Assyrian army. Then he 

who has just heard from a prophet that he should prepare to die 

soon. How does he pray?  

8. Daniel's Confession on Behalf of His People (Daniel 9:1-19). 

When Daniel realizes the 70 years of exile are ended, he offers a 

prayer of confession in which he (though personally a righteous 

man) identifies with the sins of his people and asks for God's 

mercy. 

9. Nehemiah's Prayer for Success (Nehemiah 1:1-2:9). Nehemiah 

hears of the suffering of the returned exiles. After grieving in 

fasting and prayer, Nehemiah prays for success -- and commits 

himself to God's will for his life. 



10. Jesus' Prayer of Submission at Gethsemane (Luke 22:39-

46). Jesus asks for the cup (crucifixion) to be bypassed, but then 

prays for the Father's will to be done most of all. How do you pray 

an authentic prayer of submission? 

11. Paul's Prayers for the Ephesian Believers (Ephesians 1:15-

23; 3:14-21). Here are Paul's prayers for the Ephesian Christians -- 

and for us -- to really understand the heights and depths of Christ's 

love for us. 

12. Hannah’s Prayer for a Child- "And she was in bitterness of 

soul, and prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish. Then she made a 

vow and said, 'O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the 

affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget 

Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, 

then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor 

shall come upon his head" (1 Samuel 1:10-11) 

13. Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom- "Therefore give to Your 

servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may 

discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great 

people of Yours?" (I Kings 3:9) Solomon was asking for wisdom 

to be a good king. The Bible says; "The speech pleased the Lord, 

that Solomon had asked this thing." (Verse 10) 

14. Jonah’s Prayer of desperation- "I cried out to the Lord 

because of my affliction, and He answered me. Out of the belly of 

Sheol I cried, and You heard my voice. For You cast me into the 

deep, into the heart of the seas, And the floods surrounded me; all 

Your billows and Your waves passed over me. Then I said, 'I have 

been cast out of Your sight; Yet I will look again toward Your holy 

temple.' The waters surrounded me, even to my soul; the deep 

closed around me; Weeds were wrapped around my head. I went 

down to the moorings of the mountains; the earth with its bars 

closed behind me forever; Yet You have brought up my life from 

the pit, O Lord, my God. When my soul fainted within me, I 

remembered the Lord; and my prayer went up to You, Into Your 

holy temple." (Jonah 2:2-7) 



15. The early church’s prayer for boldness- "And now, Lord, 

take note of their threats, and grant that Thy bond - servants may 

speak Thy word with all confidence, while Thou dost extend Thy 

hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the name 

of Thy holy servant Jesus." (Acts 4:29) 

16. Jabez - for prosperity (1 Chronicles 4:10) Now Jabez 

called on the God of Israel, saying, "Oh that Thou wouldst bless 

me indeed, and enlarge my border, and that Thy hand might be 

with me, and that Thou wouldst keep me from harm, that it may 

not pain me!" And God granted him what he requested. 

17. The Great High Priestly Prayer (John 17:1-26) These 

words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 

Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may 

glorify thee: 2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he 

should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 3 And 

this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 4 I have glorified thee on 

the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 5 

And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the 

glory which I had with thee before the world was. 6 I have 

manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the 

world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have 

kept thy word. 7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever 

thou hast given me are of thee. 8 For I have given unto them the 

words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and 

have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have 

believed that thou didst send me. 9 I pray for them: I pray not for 

the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are 

thine. 10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am 

glorified in them. 11 And now I am no more in the world, but these 

are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through 

thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be 

one, as we are. 12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them 

in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of 

them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be 



fulfilled. 13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in 

the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I 

have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because 

they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray 

not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou 

shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, 

even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: 

thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so 

have I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I 

sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the 

truth. 20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which 

shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be 

one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 

one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 

And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they 

may be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that 

they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know 

that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 

24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with 

me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast 

given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 

25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have 

known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. 26 And 

I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the 

love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. 

 

 


